The Orchard Family

Tom, Jean and their son Ashley come from true Gypsy stock, a stock that has strong music traditions. Known as The Orchard Family, their ancestors have lived in Devon and Cornwall for more than 400 hundred years. All the Gypsies in that area would look forward to their families providing the entertainment at their gatherings such as fairs and weddings etc. Tom learned to step dance and play his melodeon from his dad and started to play and dance in public when he was only 6 years old. Jean learned old traditional songs from her mother Amy Birch, who learned them from her mother. She learned to play the recorder at school and then taught herself the penny whistle after she married Tom. Their eldest son Richard always showed a keen interest in learning to play the melodeon and soon their family became a band when their 2nd and 3rd sons Nathan and Anthony started singing and playing the bodrahn and bones. Sadly Nathan and Anthony were killed in a car accident and Richard married and had a family of his own. Soon after their youngest son Ashley took up the melodeon and brought the band back together. They play their old family traditional stuff and also modern folk that they have picked up along the way.
