1. What is the European Union
Settlement Scheme (EUSS)?

The EUSS enables citizens of EU member
states (and some others) who were living in
the UK before 2020 to gain a right to resi-
dence. Those able to prove residence for
more than five years prior to that date should
be granted settled status. Those able to prove
less than five years residence should be grant-
ed pre-settled status. You need settled or pre-
settled status to be able to reside in the UK
and access employment, housing, benefits,
medical care etc. The deadline for applica-
tions was 30 June 2021.

2. Can | apply late?

Yes, but it is now more difficult than it was in
Autumn 2023. Since that time the Home
Office has been much stricter and has not
been issuing certificates of application to late
applicants as often.

3. Can | access benefits in the UK?

If you have settled status you should be able
to access the same benefits that UK citizens
can access. Those with pre-settled can some-
times access benefits, but will need to prove a
‘right to reside’. et o (8]

More information
on right to reside

4. Can | apply if | moved to the UK
after December 2020?

Yes, if you are a family member: children;
spouse or partner; parents/ grandparents
(not usually other family). For spouses and
partners: you need to prove you were in a
relationship before December 2020. For par-
ents/ grandparents and children over 21: you
need to prove that you are dependent on the
family member in the UK with status (e.g.
financially and/ or for care).

5. Do | need to upgrade from pre-
settled
to settled status?

Yes, it is a good idea to actively apply for
settled status after 5 years of continuous res-
idence. Settled status is a more secure status.
In order to upgrade you will be required to
provide evidence demonstrating continuous
residence in the UK for 5 years.
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6. Do my children need status?

Yes if the children were born before you
acquired status. Parents or grandparents
with status are able to apply for children un-
der 21. It is very important that these chil-
dren get status.
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Children born to at least one parent who
already has settled status will be a British
citizen by birth and does not need and can-
not acquire settled status. It is advisable to
apply for a British passport for those chil-
dren, especially if you wish to travel in and
out of the UK.
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7. Can | leave and return to the UK?

Yes if you have settled or pre-settled status.
But it is a good idea to have some proof of
status with you (e.g. a share code). It is usu-
ally safer not to travel if your status has not
yet been determined (e.g. if you only have a
certificate of application). Individuals have
been stopped/ returned where there are
doubts about status.



8. Can my family visit?

Family members from the EU can visit for hol-
idays or short visits typically up to 6 months,
but they cannot work or access benefits. It is a
good idea for them to have a return ticket to
show the visit is temporary.

It is much harder for family members who
wish to come for longer periods and to settle
in the UK.
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9. How do | use my settled/ pre-settled
status?

Settled/ pre-settled status is a digital only sta-
tus. There is no physical identity card. You
will need to get a share code online to prove
status.

You may be asked to prove your status by
landlords, employers, to access benefits, the
NHS and other agencies. To prove status you
need to access your share code.
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How to access '
share code

10. What information do | need
to access and prove my digital
settled/ pre-settled status?

To log in to get a share code you will
need the passport/ID number, phone
number or email address you used
when you applied. It is very important
to keep the information in your online
account up to date.

How to update -
information

It is also a very good

idea to keep old passport/ ID details
when you renew a passport so that
you can still access the system.

11. Where can | get further help?

Need more help
applying?
Citizens
Advice

Need more help using
or accessing status?
Try asking in your local community
centre.
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